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been deposed, there have been no find-
ings of weapons of mass destruction, 
and, frankly, it is time now, as the 
President has said often, for Iraq to 
stand up and for us to stand down. It 
was a courageous vote, and I am de-
lighted that we unified the Nation and 
were successful. 

Mr. Speaker, we traveled through the 
week. We passed hurricane recovery 
legislation that was never passed in the 
last Congress. And now we have a budg-
et that defends America. It lifts up 
firefighters and law enforcement offi-
cers. It provides middle-class tax cred-
its, like the child tax credit and mar-
riage penalty relief. It looks forward to 
fixing the alternative minimum tax. It 
protects the middle class. It engages 
working America by providing health 
care for all of America’s children. $50 
billion is in this budget. 

What concerns me, Mr. Speaker, is 
although I believe in democracy, what 
concerns me is when my friends on the 
other side of the aisle continue to play 
procedural games. You just saw a few 
minutes ago the objection to setting 
the time for us to come back after the 
work recess, the repeating and the re- 
voting of votes over and over again, 
dilatory tactics so that this body can-
not move forward and pass legislation. 
Albeit over the last 10 or 12 years that 
I have been here under the Republican 
majority, they couldn’t get after the 
tragedy of 9/11, a real 9/11 bill passed. 
We did it in the first 20 days. They 
couldn’t pass a Medicare prescription 
drug bill that wouldn’t hurt the senior 
citizens who are still trying to find out 
how can I pay and leap over the donut 
hole. They couldn’t do it, and we are 
doing it. 

Over and over again, moneys would 
come back into the Federal Govern-
ment because of the poor structure of 
SCHIP, the State Children’s Health In-
surance Program. They weren’t pre-
pared to fully fund it, and we are. The 
collapse and debacle of Leave No Child 
Behind that disrespects teachers and 
takes learning away from children, 
they could not fix it; but we are going 
to fix it. 

So my instructions to my friends as 
we go home for Passover and Easter 
and other religious holidays that we 
will commemorate, a season of peace, 
come back with the attitude of work-
ing for America and not for yourselves. 
Come back with the attitude of being 
respectful to the process of democracy. 
The majority represents the American 
people now, and the American people 
want change, not bickering. They want 
bipartisanship, not divisiveness. 

When you have a budget that fully 
funds defense, but yet allows us to be 
able to be compassionate with the 
heart and support the American 
Dream, then this side of the aisle 
should stop with the dilatory tactics. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope when we return, 
we will be a bipartisan Congress and 
move America forward. The Democrats 
have taken the leadership. We are 
doing the right thing, and I want to 
thank them for all their work. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SARBANES addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

THIRTY-SOMETHING WORKING 
GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it 
is an honor to address the House. As 
you know, the working group, we come 
to the floor to share good information 
with the Members and make sure that 
we are all informed on what is hap-
pening in this new-direction Congress. 
Also, for us to understand our future, 
we have to go into our past. We try not 
to dwell on that too much, but when 
there are examples of leadership and 
courage, we want to identify and illu-
minate the leadership that many, that 
the majority of the Members of the 
House have already taken. 

Today’s vote with passing this budg-
et resolution by the House is a perfect 
example of our priorities as we move 
through the process. As you know, 
there will come a time when the Sen-
ate and the House will get together in 
conference and we will send our budget 
to the President, and hopefully we can 
all come to common ground on behalf 
of not only domestic priorities, but 
also international priorities and how 
we are seen in the world. 

This is a Friday for us here in Con-
gress because this is now the close of 
legislative business, and we are going 
to be off for the next 2 weeks from 
Washington, DC. But we will be back in 
our districts working very hard, talk-
ing with our constituents. 

Many Members will take this oppor-
tunity to share with the members of 
their community and their district the 
accomplishments that they have been 
able to make in the last 2 weeks, and 
they have been quite historical. I think 
with the emergency supplemental, 
even going back to that, since that is a 
week old and something we have al-
ready voted in the affirmative in a bi-
partisan way, I think that is a testi-
monial to what this 110th Congress is 
going to be about and what we con-
tinue to work very hard in making sure 
that the American people have a 
chance to see exactly how hard we have 
been working. 

I think I am going to have to get my 
chart that talks about the days we 
have worked, the resolutions we have 
passed, the suspension bills we passed 
compared to previous Congresses. I 
think it is important when people look 
at their Members of Congress and they 
say, well, are you actually working on 
my behalf. I am hearing from the 109th 
Congress that there were times that 
you spent more time out of Washington 
than you spent in Washington. And 
many of our Members are hungry to 
see their constituents because we have 
been here the majority of the weeks 
working on a 5-day workweek. 

b 1530 
Out of that 5-day work week, there 

has been a lot that has been accom-
plished. 

So I am going to talk about not only 
the resolution, but I am going to also 
talk about the effort of bipartisan 
votes that have taken place here on the 
floor and on the accomplishments of 
being here in Washington, DC, and hav-
ing hearings. I think that is important, 
and I think that the American people 
need to be fully aware. 

We talk about Iraq in the same light 
that we talk about the work. On the 
29th, which is today, the total deaths 
in Iraq, 3,243. That’s as of 10 a.m. 
That’s 10 a.m. numbers. Wounded, re-
turned back to duty, 13,473. That num-
ber continues to change, Mr. Speaker. 
And wounded not returning back to 
duty is 10,841. 

Why do I give those numbers out? I 
give those numbers out to make sure 
that all of the Members understand 
that this work is very, very serious. 

This number is changing because just 
today in the Armed Services Com-
mittee we had a hearing on Guanta-
namo that has a connection to the ef-
forts against terrorism throughout the 
world. But oversight accountability 
hearings on Iraq are at 104. That is the 
last documented number I know. When 
we get back from the break, this cal-
endar will be updated. 

Also, we had issues of cleaning up 
Washington, DC, and making sure that 
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